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GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS. 


tN. B.—When a word is used in a particular district or districts, the name of such 
district or districts has been specified.] 


AbhikAr.— The head of a shastra or shrine [Assam Proper 
Adhikdri in Godlpara and Sylhet. 

Adhia, —Tenure held by a person who cultivates for the 
pi'oprietor and gives half of the produce to him [Godlpara^. 

Ahd.—R ainy-weather crop. It is of two kinds, viz., 
Dhulid and Pharind. The former is reaped in July-August, 
and the latter in September-October [Assam Proper'\. 

Ann, Aus, or Ashu. —Rainy-weather crop, so called from 
the fact of its growing rapidly. Sown in March and April and 
reaped in July to September. Grown on high lands [Sy/ds^]. 

AkrA.—A place of worship of the Baishnabs, or followers 
of the Hindu deity Bishnu. It also means a gymnasium 
\_Sylhet ]. 

Ali.—A ridge of earth. A road, in contradistinction to 
“Bdt,” a pathway. A high road constructed by the Ahoni or 
Kuch sovereigns. Alis are well raised, and. served as bunds 
against the encroachment of the rivers. One of these Alis, 
called Gohdin Komld Ali, is said to have extended from Kuch 
Behar to Saidiya; and anothei', called Z)dt?(/ar Ali, extending from 
JS'dmrup, a place above Jaipur, to Gauhdti [A.ssam Properl. 
A ridge of earth in the paddy-fields, to serve as boundaries, 
sometimes called “Ail” \_Sylhet and -Cachar^. 

Amalnama.—A written authority to take possession of 
land. 

Aman. —Rice crop sown in February-Mai’ch in Cachar 
and in March-April in Sylhet, and reaped in November-Decem- 
ber. Grown on low lands {^Sylhet and Cachar'\, 

Amil.—-T he title of the Mahomedan Governor of Sylhet, 
locally called Nabob or Naw^b. 
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tN. B.—When a word is used in a particular district or districts, the name of such 
district or districts has been specified.] 


Adhikab. —The head of a shastra or shrine Proper \. 

Adhikdri in Godlpdra and Sylhet. 

Adhia. —Tenure held by a pei'son who cultivates for the 
pi’oprietor and gives half of the produce to him \_Godlpdrd]. 

Ahc. —Rainy-weather crop. It is of two kinds, viz.^ 
Dhulia and Pharind. The former is reaped in July-August, 
and the latter in September-October \_Assam Proper']. 

Ann, Aus, or Ashu. —Rainy-weather crop, so called from 
the fact of its growing rapidly. Sown in March and April and 
reaped in July to September. Grown on high lands [^SyZAe^]. 

AkrA.—A place of worship of the Baishnabs, or followers 
of the Hindu deity Bishnu. It also means a gymnasium 
[/iSyZAci]. 

Ali.—A ridge of earth. A road, in contradistinction to 
“Bat,” a pathway. A high road constructed by the Aliom or 
Kuch sovereigns. Alis are well raised, and. served as bunds 
against the encroachment of the rivers. One of these Alis, 
called Gohdin Komld Ali, is said to have extended from Kuch 
Behar to Saidiya; and another, called Dhodar Ali, extending from 
< Kiimrup, a place above Jaipur, to Gauhdti [Awot Proper']. 

A ridge of earth in the paddy-fields, to serve as boundaries, 

■ sometimes called “Ail” \Sylhet and-Cachar]. 

Amai-n.amA.—A written authority to take possession of 
land. 

Aman. —Rice crop sown in February-March in Cachar 
and in March-April in Sylhet, and i-caped in November-Deoeui- 
ber. Grown on low lands [^Sylhr.t and Cachar]. 

Amil.-—T he title of the Mahomedan Governor of Sylhet, 
locally called Nabob or Nawab. 



wami®' 


2 


GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS. 


Amin. ~A Native Surveyor or Commissioner, employed in 
local inquiries. 

Anua. —A large lake, once a stream, but afterwards closed 
[ Cacliar'\, 

Ashul luma. —The name of a khel, the rents of which 
used to be appropriated by the Rajah's third daughter 
[ Cachar ~\. 

Atpaharia. —One of eight persons who serve by tiums 
in a Hindu temple day and night 'Proper]. 

Badmas. —A man having a bad livelihood {^Sylhet^ 
Cackar^ and Godlpdra]. 

.Baksha. —Lands held revenue-free under the gift of the 
Rajah and confirmed by British Government \^Cachar]. 

Bankar.—R ent levied on bamboos, trees, (&c., grown on 
the land \^Sylliet^ Godlpdra]. 

Bara.- —The designation of an officer over twenty paiks 
in a khel Propei^]. 

Barbarua. —The fourth Prime Minister and chief judi¬ 
cial officer of an Ahom sovereign \_Assam Procter]. 

Barbhuiya. —A title obtained by a mirdsddr from the 
former native rulers by a payment of Rs. 50 [(?acda?*.]. 

Bardeuri (or Bar Deori). —A Brahmin who performs 
the worship of an idol in a temple {Kdnirup). A man 
engaged to distribute offerings made to an idol or in honour 
of it [^Sibsdgar]. 

Bar Gohain. —The second Prime Minister and chief 
judicial officer of an Ahom sovereign Proper], 

Bari. —High land and Goedpdra], 

Baria. —One who marries a Brahmin widow [^Godlpdra], 

Dartk.— A petty village cliief presiding over five paiks 
[A.v.var/^ Propter], 

Barjurai. —A khel, one-fourth share of the rents of which 
was received by the Rani, and the remaining three-fourths went 
to the Kajah [Cachar], 

Barkakati.- One of the eight head accountants or fiscal 
officers of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper], 

Barmhort.—A n officer of a shastra who collects the taxes 
exacted by a. Gosaiu from his disciples [As*6'a/?i Proper], 
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Bar Patrogohain. — The tim’d Prime Minister and chief 
judicial officer of an Ahom sovereign \_Assam Proper]. 

Bar PnuKAN. — The Governor of Lower Assam under the 
Ahom sovereigns \_Kdmrup]. 

Barsen.\pati. — Literally Commander-in-Chief. The de¬ 
signation of the ruler of Mattack, a portion of Lakhimpur, 
which lapsed to Government on the death of the last ruler 
of that title. The ruler of a portion of North Cachai’ was 
also styled a Barsendpati. 

BarthAkuu. — Same as Dalai in Kamriip VDarrang 
Noicgong, Sibsdgar, and Lakhimpur]. 

Barua. —The second officer in a khel under the Ahom 
sovereigns. In some khels there were no Phukans, and then 
the Barua was head officer. Bar BluindAr Barud, or Royal 
Treasurer, was the first in rank among Baruas \_Assam 
Propel']. 

Basti. — Homestead land [As.sa/Ai Proper], A villaD-e 
[Sylhtt]. 

Bagi [correctly BhAgi]. — Primarily a sharer. It is now 
used to mean an arrangement whereby the actual culti¬ 
vator of a piece of land engages to give a certain share, gene¬ 
rally a half share, of its produce to its proprietor, or any other 
person claiming it under him, in consideration of money rent. 
Terms vary according to time and place 

Bakijai. —A list of defaulting ryots filed by mauzdddrs 
for the recovery of arrears of revenue. A jtrocess for recover¬ 
ing arrears of revenue from defaulting ryots \_Assam Proper]. 

BxUi.—Another name for Pharingati, or high land, or 
land that never comes under water during the rainy season 
Assam Proper']. 

BAo [in Assam Proper] and BAoA [in Sylhef]. —Paddy 
sown broadcast on low swampy ground. 

BAotali. —Land sown Avdth Bao, or bastard paddy. This 
seed is scattered at the Aus sowing, and remains dormant 
until the Aus paddy is reaped when it springs up, and on 
ripening yields a fresh crop. _ Sometimes it is°sown on the 
lowest description of land subject to heavy inundation, but the 
Bdo stalks have the property of growing above the water and are 
sometimes even 10 feet in length; when the water subsides 
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these stalks fall and interlace on the ground, but a good crop 
of paddy is still reaped Proper]. 

Bari. —Garden land [A.9.sani Proper], Homestead land, 
or a compound wherein houses are constructed for the residence 
of a family [^Sylhet, Cacliar], 

Barki. —Name of a small boat, used for conveyance of 
goods and sometimes of passengers, from Thdriaghat, at the 
foot of the Khdsi Hills, to Bholaganj, in the plains of Sylhet. 

Batalu.—A widow married to another, after her first 
husband’s death {Assam Proper). 

Bazyafti Mudaimi. —Revenue-free grants and lands, 
which, though in the possession of individuals at the time of 
the decennial settlement, were not included in that settlement, 
but v'ere subsequently resumed arid permanently-settled 
[Sylhet]. 

Bazyafti Myadi. —Invalid revenue-free holdings re¬ 
sumed under the provisions of Regulations II. of 1819 and 
HI. of 182.3 and settled tempoi'arily [Sylhet]. 

Belasirari Khanabari. —Lands granted for the residence 
or homesteads of respectable men.—Resumed and permanently 
settled [Sylhet]. 

Bhakat, —One devoted to religion. There are two classes 
of Bhakats, viz., [1] Grihi and [2] Kewlid. The former has 
his family and children, but the latter is bound to celibacy, 
and is solely devoted to religion [Assam Proper]. 

Bhanrali or BnARALi. —Storekeeper [Assam Proper]. 

Bhagati. —One whose duty it was to read the Shrimat 
Bhdgavat in a temple or sludne, but now it is a mere title of 
honour [Assam Proper]. 

Bhandar Kayeth. —Accountant of a temple 
Proper]. 

Bhandaki or Bhai!ari.-— Storekeeper. Dependants of 
respectable Hindu families, Avhose ancestors were slaves of the 
ohl time [SyUuf]. A judicial ofiicer of the Rajah’s Govern¬ 
ment competent to ti’y civil and criminal cases [C’ac/ictr]. 

Bhaona. —Native dramatic performances [Assam Proper]. 

I’nisiNGSA. — A khel, the rents of which used to be appro¬ 
priated lo the use of the idol ShyumathakurAni [CVicAtir]. 

BhitA. —Raised floor [Syllut]. 
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Btiitt. —Timber [^Cachar'\. 

Bhogdhani. — Revenue-free land, 'vvitb the produce of 
•which the hhog [literally food] of an idol is prepared \^Asmm. 
Proper] . 

Bhora, or Bhur. —Raft made of plantain-ti*ecs [Sylhet and 
Cachar]. 

Bhuta. — A measure of paddy equal to 3 maunds [Sylhet]. 

Bigha. — -'A land measure^ equal to 14,400 square feet, 

Bil [or Bheel] .— An inland lake, or low marshy ground. 

Bilbiiauat. — Inland lakes [not included in the decennial 
settlement] naturally filled up in course of time. Resumed 
and settled {Sylhetp Low land formerly under water and 
naturally filled up in course of time \_Cach<i.r]. 

Bilmikta. —A consolidated lease \_Sylhet\. 

Bisa. —A land measure equal to l-16th of a kdthd, or 
l-320tb of a bigha [;Sy//ie/]. 

Bishaya. — An officer in general, particularly applied to a 
farmer of fisheries in Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur and a mauzaddr 
in Nowgong. 

Bishnugkar. — A khel, the rents of which used to be 
appropriated to the worship of the idol Lakshmi Naniyan 
\_Cachar]. 

Brahmottar. — Lands granted for the maintenance of 
Brahmins. 

Bura. —A rice crop transplanted on low and marshy lands 
in December-January, and reaped in April-May. It requires 
irrigation \_Sylhet\, 

Bura Gohain. —The first Prime Minister of an Ahom 
sovereign \_Assam Proper]. 

Cassia [locally Ka Siasia]. —A species of Lauriis, the 
bark of which usually passes under the name of ninnamon. It 
differs from real cinnamon cliiefly in the strength of its qualities 
[Khdsi and Jaintid Bills]. 

Ciialanta Masul. —Transit duty levied by zaminddrs on 
timbers passing down rivers. This has now been prohibited 
l^Godlpdra]. 

CiiAMUA.—An estate the revenue of which is more than 
Rs. 100 per annum, and which revenue is paid direct into the 
Government treasury, without the intervention of the mduzd- 
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Dalbhan’Ga.— Fishing in Dais [S^l/iet], 

Dalai, or Doloi.— A chief officer of a temple who realizes 
the rents of the temple lands [A'd/nr?//?]. A title given by 
the Ahoms to a class of Ganaks who were well versed in astro¬ 
nomy. The chiefs of such a class of Ganaks are called Bar Dalais. 

Drape?'}. Goldsmiths are also called Dalais \_Upper 
Assam}. An officer or headman of a small division whose 
duties are very similar to those of a mauzdddr in Assam 
Proper,* but who can also dispose of petty judicial work with 
the aid of a council \Jaintid Rills }. 

Dalani.— A tract where the aquatic grass called “ dal ” 
grows ; the usual grazing-ground of buffaloes, &c. • [Assa/?r 
Drape?'}. 

Dariabadi.— Literally, “newly-cultivated.” “Dari” is a 
Bengali word, meaning “ riew,” and “ abMi,” a Persian ivord 
meaning “ cultivated.” Land cultivated after the conclusion 
of the measurement for the regular settlement of the year 
[Assa?n Drape?'}. 

Darfatni.— Name of a tenure subordinate to Patni 

Dassani Z.-vmin.— Lands paying the highest rate of assess¬ 
ment and settled for the longest time, usually known as RAi 
Bdhddur’s Baudobasti in 1842-43 \_Cachar}. 

Dastak.— A warrant of arrest of a revenue defaulter or 
judgment debtor \_e^ylhet a?id Cachar}. 

Daul.— A statement showing the particulars of the gross 
revenue leviable from an estate or mauza, prepared by the 
Deputy-Commissioner’s office kanungo [Assam D?'oper}. 

Dadan.— Money advanced to the growers and makers of 
the articles of commerce by the purchasers, who thus get them 
cheaper \_Sylhei}. 

DAhsala. —Derived from two Persian words—“ dah” 
[ten] and “ sal”* [year], hence “ decennial.” Estates settled 
decennially by Collector ilr. Willes in 1793. This settlement 
included generally cultivated lands: The Court of Directors 
confirmed this settlement in perpetuity. In this class, certain 
under-tenures occur, vis .:— 

[1.] Patni, Darpatni [in pargand Bdnidchung and 
Khelat Chandra Ghose’s estates]. 

[2.] Hazirdn [pargana Chowdlish]. 
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[3.] Reasat [pargana Dowdell]. 

[4.] Shikmi, or chit tiiluk [pargand . Baniachnng, 
lSylhet\. 

Dakhila. —A receipt for rent or revenue paid in. 



Dakhilkharij. —Literally, “ entering _ and striking out,” 
applies to registering the name of one proprietor in the. Collec¬ 
tor’s books In place of another from whom the^ land has been 
transferred. Also transfer of money from one account to 
another. 


D,uA SiKAR.— An act of hunting deer at night by means 
of JJa/d [a bamboo platter], ie., one man carries on his head 
a. Dtild, on wliich a lamp is placed, and, tinkling a large bell in 
each hand, he walks on moonless night over places frequented 
by wild beasts, followed by one or more men behind him who 
are armed with swords. Deer and other animals are so dazzled 
bv the light, that they remain when it comes stationary, and are 
killed by the swoixlsmen. Occasionally there are accidents, 
owing to the huntsmen coming across tiger or wild buffalo 
[Assam Proper]. 

Dangaria. —A general term applied to Assam nobles. 
Particularly the first three Prime Ministers of Assam were styled 
Dangarias [A.s’.9rt7». Proper ]. 

Darussaffa. —Lands granted for the maintenamce and 
care of the sick. These have been resumed and permanently- 
settled [^Sylhei], 

David.vui. —An objection to the sale of property in execu¬ 
tion of a decree against a third party, or to the settlement of 
land in the name of a third party [Sylhet]. 

Deka Barua and Deka Piiukan. —Titles given to the 
sons of Bar Barud and Bar Phukan respectively [A-wam Proper ]. 

DEKA.TURAf. —The khel the rents of which were appropri¬ 
ated by the jubi’dj, or heir-apparent [^Cachar]. 

Dental [or Datal in Syluet].— A male elephant with 
tusks. 

Deori. —An officer attached to a temple, originally a gate¬ 
keeper [A. 9 sam Proper]. A gate [.!5?///<ct]. 

DEVorr.AR, or Debottak. —Land granted for the mainte¬ 
nance of Hindu idols. 

Dewal, or Dewalay or DevAloi. —A Hindu temple. 
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Dewali. —A popular festival of the Hindus. The feast 
of lights held on the last day of the dark half of the month of 
Assin. 

Dhaki Selami. —Present received by the proprietor of a 
lime-quarry in consideration of measuring the contents of a 
boat in which limestones are to be carried. Gratuities for 
lading boats \_Khdsi Hills], 

Dharmottar. —Land granted for religious or charitable 
purposes, such as for reading the J5hdgavat, performing the 
Ndm Kirttan, feeding pilgrims and travellers [A6'sam Proper], 

Dhal. — Same as khnl or ndld, usually one that runs out 
of a bheel \_Cachar], 

Dh.vli. —A class of menial servants whose duty consists in 
conveying papers in the revenue and criminal cotirts [.iiy/jc#]. 

Dhalimujhai. —Lands granted to certain zarainddrs for 
the purpose of supplying “ dhalis.” Some of these zamindars 
having refused to furnish “dhdlis, ” their estates have been 
resumed, and the rest still enjoy their revenue-free tenure and 
supply “dhdlis” 

DnAMADLiURAi.—Tlie khel the rents of which were 
appropriated by the Rajah's spiritual guide {^Cachar], 

Dhoka.—A nother term for Gobhid, means a person retained 
by a widow as husband \_Kd'nirup], 

Dhui.—A female elephant of any kind, whether wild or 
tame, which has had a calf. 

Duumkau.—T he khel the rents of which were appropria¬ 
ted by the Rajah’s mother [^Cacnai']. 

I)nuR. —One-twentieth part of a kdthd \_Godlpdra], 

DijAi.umar -Tukai.—E states part of the revenue of which 
was received by the female memljers of the royal family 

1 M.iri.UM —The khel the ’•ents of which were appropriated 
by the Rajali’s second daughter \_Citr.har], 

Doba.— A small inland lake, generally the pool of a I'ivcr 
which luis deserted its course. 

Dolakuoria.—C ivil court peons under Ahom sovereigns 
Proper], 
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Don, or Doon.—A measure of paddy and other grains 
equal to 5 seers of 80 tolahs each. In laud measure same as 
bighd [A.95a/7. Proper']. 

Dual. —A track of wild elephants \Sylhet]. 

Duau [Dooar or Dwar]. —A mountain-pass. Also a 
term applied to a mahal or tract of country whch lies at the 
foot of the hills, and was during the latter days of the Ahom 
sovereigns assigned to hill chieftains on the conditiion that the 
hillmen who resorted to the plains for the purpose of bartei'ing 
their products at certain appointed hats were kept under 
restraint, and the peace of the frontier preserved [^Assam Proper ]. 

Dufasli [or Dufasla]. —Land yielding two crops \_Sylhet 
and Cachar]. 

Ekfasli, or Ekfasla. —Land yielding one crop \^Sylhet 
and Cachar]. 

• Eri.—A coarse silk, the produce of the worms fed princi¬ 
pally on the leaves of the castor-oil plant \_Ricinus commwivi 
Linn.]. 

EriA.—A coarse silk made of the outer part of mungd 
cocoons. 

EtmAmdar. —Dependants of respectable Musalmdn fami¬ 
lies, the same as Bhdnddries of Hindus [^Sylhet]. 

Faringati. — See ‘‘Pharingati.” 

FAragh.—A discharge in full, given annually by a land¬ 
lord to his tenant for all claims against him in respect of 
rent \_Sylhet]. 

FerAzi. —A term applied to a sect of Mahomedan refor¬ 
mers \_Sylhet]. 

Gaerbandobasti. —Lands whicli, though in the posses¬ 
sion of their proprietors at the decennial settlement, were not 
included in it, but were subsequently resumed. This class 
includes Segdh Hdtim Klidn, which also remained unasscssed in 
179*3 Unassessed lands [^Caekar]. 

Ganesh. —A male elephant with one tusk. A IlLnuu God. 

GAbiiaru. —Originally a young woman, but now a 3 mungor 
female member of a respectable family [Afisam Proper]. 

GAdhan. —Literally, “body-money.” A term apjdied to 
a body- or poll-tax. of one rupee levied on each pdik of full age. 
This was levied in Nowgong and Upper Assam, and exists to 
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this day in certain portions of Lakhimpnr, chiefly in mauzil 
Ujan NokhonkholA, where land revenue is not yet levied. 
Also money paid by a suitor or his friends to the parents or 
guardians of a girl promised in inaiTiage, and which has to be 
refunded in the event of the marriage not taking place 
[^Kdmrvp, Darrang, and Noucgongl. 

Gam. —The head of a Miri, Daflii, &c., settlement 
[Darrang, Noicgong, Sibsdgar, and Lakkimpur'\. A village in 
Cachar and part of Sylhet. 

Gamati. —“Body-land.” A term applied to the rice-land 
allotted to the paiks or serfs under the Ahom Government in 
return for their services. The “ Gained” was considered the 
property of the State, and was neither hereditary nor transfer¬ 
able [Assam Proper']. 

Gaoali [or Gao.\la]. —A village community. 

Gaonbura. —A village headman [Assa?n Proper], 

Ghahnijurai. —Estates part of the revenue of which was 
received by the Ranis of inferior rank to the chief Rdrii 
[ Cachar]. 

Ghat. —Place for descending to a river or tank for 
bathing and other purposes [*5^^//^^]. 

Ghora Bauua. —An officer under Ahom sovereigns 
* presiding over the khel called Choru-sua [»S^6sa^a/’]. 

Ghorasua.—A khel of people in Assam whose duty was 
to keep and feed horses belonging to the State. Kow it means 
a syce \_Sibmgar]. 

Guosawat.— A term denoting a system for tlie realization 
of arrears of rent, which obtained under the Native rule, and 
was afterwards legalized by an order dated 23rd April, 1833, 
passed by Mr. T. C. Robertson, Commissioner of Assam, and 
modified from time to time. Under the Rajahs tlie share or 
estate of a defauher used to be ntade over to any of his 
co-partners willing to pay up the arrears, otherwise the estate 
was to go to the khel, or, in default, to tho Raj, which was 
bound' to pay the arrears. But under our Government the 
■ estate lapses to the State, and is liable to be settled with the 
l)arty p!>3 “'o ‘'P arrears. It is also used by the common 
pool lie in ilie sense o'i bandoba'f (settlement) \_Cachar]. 

Gobiiia.— A tuan retained by a woman as husband on 
the ilcath of her former legal husbaml [^Kdinrup]. 
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Gogoi. —The descendant of a high Ahom farndy excepting 
the Rajdh, Bar Gohain, Bura Gohaiu, or Bar Patra Gohdin 
[A6'.9a»i Proper ^. 

Gohain. —The descendant of an Ahom sovereign, or of 
the three Prime Ministers, viz., Burd Gohdin, Bar Gohdin, and 
Barpdtra Gohdin \_Assam. Proper^ 

Gohainghar. —A Hindu temple or shrine Properl. 

Gohani. —A Hindu idol. A wife of Gosain [Assam 
Proper]. 


Gosain Adhikar. —Head of a religious sect or institution, 
see “ Adhilcdr” [Assam Proper]. 


Gosain Deka. — One who has the right to Succeed a 
Gosdin \_A.'^sam Proper]. 

Got. —A technical term implying a sub-division of a clan. 
A squad or collection of four pdiks ( Kdmrup, Darrang, Nowgonq, 
and Sibsdgar), and of three pdiks in Lakhimpur. 

Gotra. — Relationship by descent from a common ancestor. 
Moi-e correctly the designation of a family after the name of 
a celebated Rishi, or saint, regarded either as the progenitor or 
spiritual head of that family. 

Gurguiua. — A stepson \_Kdmrup]. 

Gurkati. — A duty on jangal-produce that used to be 
levied in Godlpdra. 

Ha.stabud. —Papers showing the area, description, and 
rent of laud at the decennial settlement [Sgl/ict]. 

Hasti luma. — The kbel the rents of which were used 
by the Rajah’s eldest daughter \_CackaT]. 

Hazur [HuzurI . —The presence; the presence of a superior 
authority, or by metonymy the authority himself. 

Hajat. — Confinemeut of persons charged with oftcnces 
until their trial; [)lace where they are confined. 

Hakim. —A person in authority; an executive, admuiistra- 
tive, or judicial officer of Government. 


HAl, or KulbA.—A land measure approximately equal 

to— 


A. R. P. 

4 3 10| in Cach.ar. 

4 2 29 „ Jaintia. 

3 2 0 „ Sylbet Proper. 
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Halabadi. —Literally, land brought under cultivation 
after tl>e permanent settlement. These (except in pai’gana 
Baniachung) were a portion of the ilam lands first leased under 
what were called “haldbudi” pattas, containing no express 
limitation of the period for which they were settled. The 
Government has confirmed these settlements in perpetuity. 
In Baniachung, where there is no ilam land, halabadi means 
lands discovered by the zamindars to lie -within the boundaries 
of their permanently-settled estates, but not included in the 
decennial settlement. Tiiey applied for the permanent-settle¬ 
ment of these lands, and their request was granted [Sylhet]. 

In Oachar halabadi means lands settled after the last general 
settlement. 

Hali. —Paddy plants grown in nurseries for transplanta¬ 
tion \_Si)lhet and Cachar ]. 

Haor. —Low tracts of land covered more or less with 
grass and reed jangal, almost entirely under water during the 
rains, but dry, or only partly so, during the rest of the year 
\_Sylhet and Cachar\. 

Hati Barua. —An officer of State under the Ahom 
sovereigns having charge of elephants . 

Hatua.— A child of a wife by her former husband. 

Hausha.— A Kookie chief \_N('tga Hills]. 

Hazarika.— An officer over 1,000 paiks in a khel 
Proper]. 

Haziran. —Name of an under-tenure which occurs in 
certain permanently-settled estates in pargana Cliowalis, created 
originally free of rent, subject to personal service or atten- 
dcance. These estates having been sold, a person ])urchasod 
them, and his conditions with the Imzir'dns are that tlieir 
lioldings shall remain, as before, witliout affecting their rights 
and interests, and that they shall pay to him only the Govern¬ 
ment revenue. These tenures, having been recognized at the 
permanent settlement, cannot be affected by any sale for 
arrears of revenue which the original estates may be put to 
[^Sylhet]. 

HazirzAmin .—A surety for the personal appearance of 
a certain person when requu-ed to attend. 

IIibAnama. —A deed of gift [^Sylhet and Asstua ] 

Hola. —A marsh or small lake; a depression in the land 
•where water lodges [As.va/?? Proper]. 
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PIo>f.—Burnt offerings. Oblations of clarified butter and 
“ bel” fruit tree leaves poured, on the fii-e. Other articles may 
also be offered. The rite is of high antiquity, and forms part 
of all domestic religious observances at marriages, adoptions, 
&c., of a Hindu. 

Hulia. —A descriptive-roll \_Sylket and Godl'pard\. 

Hulung. —A boat dug out of a single tree, peculiarly 
adapted to the navigation of the Brahmaputra, where the 
current is very strong | Proper^. 

rluR Mahal. —Portion of a marsh naturally filled up in 
course of time, resumed and permanently-settled [/SyMrf]. 

Idga.— A place set apart for prayers by the Mubomedans 
during the Id \^Sylhet\. 

Ijara. a lease or farm of land held at a defined rent or 
revenue, whether from Government direct or from an interme¬ 
diate payer of public revenue. Letting lands on farm or lease 
{Sylhet, Cachar, and Oodlpdra ]. 

Ijarahar. a holder of ijdra [Sylhef, Cachar, ayid Oodl¬ 
pdra]. 

Ijmali. —Joint tenancy in common of two or more proprie¬ 
tors [Cachar, Sylhet, ayid Asmm Proper]. 

Ilaji.—L unds which were at the time of the decennial, 
settlement of 1793 covered Avith dense jangal, and in the 
possession of no person, and Avere not therefore included in 
that settlement, and not claimed by anybody on the issue of 
“lliiins” [proclamations]. In these ilam lands are included 
some gaerbandobasti, or unassessed abadi lands, which Avere 
not in the possession of anyone at the time of the decennial 
settlement, and the lands occupied by the Nabob's fort at 
Badarpur, in pargana Chdpgliat, and ahso lambarbarddsht 
lidUibadi lands, that is, luilabiidi estates struck oft* the revenue- 
roll in consequence of there being no assets in them, and then 
subsequently settled under tlie Ham Rules. A jano-alburi 
estate, originally granted to LMa Anundram, is also settled 
under the Ilam Rules. Laid Anundram's conditions AA’ere to 
clear tlie lands, the term being for three yeans revenue-free 
[Sylhet ]. 

Inti-kali.-— From Persian AA^ord “ Int-kdl,” meaning a 
change. The registering in the Collectorate of the transfer of 
land from one proprietor to another [Sylhet and Cacluif . 


WON' 
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IsTAFA. —Resignation (ofland); a deed of relinquishment; 
a deed foregoing a claim. 

IzAD. —Lands traced by survey as unassessed and resumed, 

Jaintia Muoaimi. —Grants by the Jaintid Rajahs.—Re¬ 
sumed and permanently-settled \SylheT\. 

Jaintia Myapi. —Lands of Jaintia which were settled 
temporarily [Sylhct]. 

Jaith, Jaist, or Jaistui. —A measure of land equal to 
l-28th of a kedr \^Cachar and Sylhet]. 

Jaeatan or Jaeatak. —Lands which remain under water 
during the season for cultivation [Assam, Proper']. 

Jalidhan.—A rice crop sown in marshy land about 
March or April, and reaped in June [Sylhet]. 

Ja*iabandi. —A rent-roll showing the name of each 
tenant, his tenure, the quality of liis land, its extent, the rate of 
rent, and the total rent payable. 

Jangae. —Land covered with growing trees and shrubs, 
(forest generally). 

Jangaeburi. —An estate in pargand Ichamati, granted 
to Ldld Anundrdm on condition of his clearing the lands. His 
terms were three years revenue-free, and a small revenue for 
the next four years. On the failure of the grantee to cultivate 
the lands, the estate has been re-settled under the 11dm Rules 
[Sylhet]. Grants of waste lands made under Government 
orders, dated (ith March, 1888 [Assam Proper]. Wasteland 
reclamation leases [Sylhet and Cachar]. 

Jabra.—A heap of refuse, generally applied to the refuse 
burnt when forest lands arc cleared for cultivation [Cachar]. 

Jangae. —Road or pathway [Sylhet]. 

jijiL.—Low lands always under water [Sylhet and 
Cachar]. 

Jot. —The holding of a jotdar [Goalpdra]. Tenure of a 
cultivator [Sylhet]. 

JotdAk. —A man who holds in severalty, joint, or in 
common, a piece of land, for-which he pays revenue direct to 
Government ^through its agents or farmers). As long as a 
jotddr pays in his revenue, his right to his jot cannot in anyway 
be disturbed. The jotddr has transterable and saleable right in 
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tlie land, but his rent is liable to be enhanced by G-overnment 
whenever a new settlement is made \^Guma, Eastern Dwir-^, 
Godlpdra }. A. cultivator of land of a mirdsddr other than his 
ryot, also called a Jirdt [Eylhet]. 

JuM, OR Jhoom. —A term applied to cultivation carried on 
by people living on or near the hills. For the purpose of jum 
cultivation, no implements but the koddli (hoe) and ddo, or only 
ddo, is required. With the latter they lop the trees and cut 
down the jangal, after which, when dry, it is all set tire to and 
then they cultivate their jum, that is, they dig the land slightly, 
and sow their different kinds of seeds together, such kdpds 
or cotton, dhdii or rice, tobacco, chind, til, marich, ginger, and 
vegetables; and as each ripens in turn the produce is gathered. 
.But the same-spot is never cultivated for more than two, or at 
most three, years in succession. 

Kabala .—A bill of sale. 

KabuliYAT. —Counterpart of a pattd (q.v.) An agree¬ 
ment in which a payer of revenue or rent expresses his consent 
to pay the amount assessed upon his land. 

Karan. —A house-tax of Rs. 2-2-2 per first-class, and of 
Re. 1-1-1 per second-class, house, levied by the British Govern¬ 
ment in the Karoibari Hills in lieu of tax on cotton which the 
people had to pay before [Gdro 

Kasba. —A town smaller than a Shahar, and larger than 
an ordinary village [Sylket and Godlpdra]. 

IvATAKi, OR Kotoki. —A person employed as a channel of 
communication between Government officers and the indepen¬ 
dent hill tribes. The Ratakis were generaly employed by the 
Ahom dynasty as ambassadors to foreign Courts. The Rata- 
kis were, and are s till, paid generally by assignments of revenue- 
free lands [As.saffi Proper, except Kamrup and Noiogong]. 

IvATHiA.—Paddy sown in nurseries for transplantation 
Propei\ 

Kathiatali. —^The place where the kathid is sown [A wam 
Proper ']. 

Kakati. —An accountant under an Ahom Sovereign 
[Assam Proper], 

Kamla.—A day-labourer [Sylket, Cachar, and Goal- 
par a], 

Kandi. —A tract of high lying land [^Cachar] 
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KAxi.—Opium. It is called “ Kani” (a rag or a strip of 
clotli), because, in former days, when the cultivation of poppy 
was not prohibited, when poppy-heads had grown to a proper 
size, the Assamese used to make incisions m the pod, and to 
collect the juice on strips of cloth [Assam Proper]. 

Kanungo. —A ministerial officer on -the establishment of a 
Deputy-Commissioner, whose duty is to keep all accounts 
connected with land, to check the measurement-papers submit¬ 
ted by the mauzadars, &c. [Assam Proper]. ^ An officer under 
a Deputy-Collector ap]3ointed for local inquiry and surveying 
purpose|. A family title corruptly called Kdnkai [_Sylhet]. 

KAtaui. —A class of people whose duty was durin^^ the 
native reign to supply the State with cotton thread [Sibsdgar]. 

KAthani. —Tree-forest [Assa»i Proper]. 

KAthA. —A land-measure equal to l-5th of a bighd, or 
2,880 square feet, in Assam, and l-20th of a bighd in Sylhet. 
It is pronounced Katha in Assam. 

KAti. —A measure for rice, paddy, oil-seeds, and grain of 
all kinds. It is an oval basket roughly stated to be 16 fingers 
breadth, measured round the oval. The Kdti contains 2 seers 
and 2 chhataks, or 5 th ozs., Ti’oy weight [Cachar]. 

KeAu or KedAr.—A land-measure equal to l-12th of a 
hdl or kulbd \_CaclMr and Sylltet]. 

KewliA. — Vide “ Bhakat.” 

Khaui-KAtiA —A chuss of people whose duty was during 
the native reign to supply fuel [AAsa^'a?-]. 

KhabikA-taniA. —A house-tax in Kdmrup levied on the 
pdiks by the Ahom Government. By us it was assessed on 
farmers of land, latterly, or previous to its abolition, at four 
rates, on a valuation of the cattle of the farmers: 


Es. As. P. 


First Class 
Second „ 
Tliird „ 
Fourth ,, 


3 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 12 0 


KtiAmau.—L ands originally waste, but wliich, having 
been broiiglit into cultivation, are retained l^y the landlords in 
tlieir own bands, and arc cultivated on tbeir ticcount, or are let 
out at a grain rent {>>ylhet]. 
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KhanAbari. —Lands granted for the residence or home¬ 
steads of respectable persons. Tliese liaA'e been resumed and 
permanently-settled. It now signifies a dwelling-place of a 
ziiniindar, mirasddr, or tdlukddr, and the ground about it 
\_Sylhef\. 

KiianA ShumAri.—A written statement of the number of 
houses in a village or town; a census of the population. 

Khaono.—A person whose duty was similar to that of a 
Kataki sent to foreign Courts [Assam Proper ']. 

KharijdAkhil. — See “ Diikkhil kharij.” ^ 

Khas-iiAl. —The name of a revenue-free tenure in pargand 
Baniachung. It is included, free of assessment, in the decennial 
settlement with the zaraindars. Accurately, lands given 
revenue-free to people living ai’ound a zainindar’s dwelling- 
place in consideration of certain services to be done to him 
[^Sylhet ]. 

KhAs PTalAbAdi. —A portion of the permanently-settled 
halfibadi taluks purchased by Government at auctions for arrears 
of I’evenue, and subsequently sold to private individuals at a 
revenue fixed in perpetuity [.Sy/de#]. 

KuAs SIudAimi. —Permanently-settled estates other than 
halabadi, purchased by Government, and re-sold to private 
individuals at revenue fixed in perpetuity [Sylhit] . 

KhAt. —A farm. An estate situated generally at a dis¬ 
tance from the family residence of the proprietor, and cultivated 
on his account by his own servants [or slaves in the time of the 
Assam Rajalis], or by ryots. After the paddy has been reaped, 
it is stored in the khat, and tlie proprietor brings it away in 
small quantities for his use, as required. The proprietor’s cattle 
are always kept at the khat [Assam Proper]. 

KhAt [NAgA]. —Small patches of land that have been held 
revenue-free by the Naga tribes, and are cultivated for them by 
the Katakis [Sibsdgar]. 

KitAtaniAb. —Head of all the servants of a Gosdin 

KiiAtA.—A ledger kept by a trader. 

KhAtoal.— A class of people servino- in royal farms 
[/S'ji-^dyar]. 

K.IIEDA.—An enclosure in uhich wild elephants are (taught. 
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Khel \in Assarr. Proper ].—A class, clan, or division of 
people. The term is confined to the districts of Sibsdgar and 
Lakhimpur, and, to a smaller extent, in Darrang. The officers 
in a khel were— 


First. —Phukan, or Barud. 
Second. —Rajkhowa. 

Third. —Hazarikd. 

Fourth ,.— Saikid. 


Fifth. —Bard. 
Sixth. —Dohutia. 
Seventh. —Barik. 


There was also a writer, or kakoti, in some of the khels. 


(In Cachar).—A corporation of villages, which, in the time 
of the Native rulers, were jointly and severally liable lor the 
payment of their revenue. The men of standing in a khel 
were— 

^iV^—Chaudhari. Bcwbhuiyd. 

Second. —Majumddr. Fifth. —Majdrbbuiyd. 

Third. —Laskar. i 


Bv khel was also understood the part of a village which 
had to render particular service to the Rajah, or the rent of 
which was appropriated to the use of a particular member of 
the Royal family or other persons of rank. 

Khf.lma. —The great khel, the revenue of which was ap¬ 
propriated by the Rajah [^Cachar], 

Kheraj. —Government revenue \^Sylhet\. Rent-paying 
land \_Assani Proper], 

Kheraj Khat. —An estate similar to a chamud. in Lower 
Assam \^lJa7'rang and Lakhimpur ]. 

Khet. —One of several plots of land of a paddy-field marked 
by ails 'iSylhet]. 

Khilat. —An article of costume presented by the' ruling 
■or superior authority to an inferioi’ as a mark of distinction. 

Khud-kasht. —A resident tenant or cultivator \_Sylhei\. 

Khuli.— -Salt wells [Cachar]. 

Khusbas. — A description of revenue-free lands in Sylhet. 
^riiese are included, free of assessment, in the decennial settle¬ 
ment witl) the zaininddrs [Sylhet]. 

‘KhutA.—A house-tax in the Garo Hills. It was first 
imposed by Maliendra Nardin, /amindar of Karoibdri. 

Khutagaui.—T oll paid to zaraindars for permission to 
anchor bouts on their lands [Oodlpara ]. 
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Kfiutiyan. —A ledger; an account-book, in which are 
entered under distinct and apjiropriate heads the several items, 
first entered in a day-book or field-book, especially a statement 
showing the land held by each tenant of an estate or mauzd. 

Kist.—I nstalment of the annual assessment payable at 
a stated time. 


Kistbandi. —A schedule showing the dates and amounts 
of instalments payable by a tenant, debtor, &c. 

Kukura SuA.—R evenue peons under Assam Kings 
[xSfisdij'ar] . 


Kulba. —Same as “ Hdl.” 


Kunki.—A female elephant used for catching wild ones. 

Kukwar. —The descendant of a Kuch Rajdh. The descen¬ 
dants of Ahom kings were also called Kunwars \_Asi>ani Valley 
Districts ~\. 

Kunwari. —A wife of an Assam king \_Aftsam Proper). 

Kuri. — The last pool left in a Bheel or Haor in dry’season 
[ Cachar'l . 

Kursinama.— A genealogical-tree or table. 

Kuzamin. —Lands once cultivated and afterwards allowed 
to remain waste [Cac/ictr]. 

LAi\iBARi5AEDASHT.—Haldbddi estates fii’st settled perma¬ 
nently, and subsequentl}’^ struck oft' the revenue-roll in conse- 
tpience of there being no assets, and brought under khds 
management. When these again yielded some profits under 
khas management they were re-settled temporarily^ under the 
11dm Rules [^Sylhet]. 

Laskak. —A title obtained by landholders ifrom the former 
Rajahs, when independent, by payment of a fee of Rs. 60 
{Cachar']. A hea<linan of a village or circle of villages exercis¬ 
ing certain petty judicial powers and collecting Government 
revenue \_Gdro Hills'\. 

Lag. —A range of hills [Cachar']. 

La-kherAj. —Land held free of payment of revenue. 

LA-kherajdar. Holder of an estate free from revenue. 

LAtbandi. —A list showing the particulars of an estate 
or article put up for auction, and the amounts bid for it. 
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Latial, or Latiwala —A. mercenary, a man hired for 
fighting with a LdH or club [Sy/ket]. 

Lech.v ok Lociia, or Lessa oh fjASSA. —A land-measure 
equal to 144 square feet, or one square tar [Assam Proper]. 

.Lukma, a village hca<lman subordinate to the Laskar 
[Garo I/ilh]. 

Ltngdoii. —A village priest who has a seat in the council 
of dalais for the trial of judicial cases [Jaintia Hills], A 
sacrificial soothsayer, who in some places presides over com¬ 
munity as headman [Khdsi and Jaintia Hills], 

Madadmash.—L and granted for the maintenance of cer¬ 
tain ilahomedans. This includes “Madressd” lands, granted 
for the maintenance of Persian teachers and their students 
[Sylhet], 

Madatkhana. —A house where opium is smoked. 

Mafassil.—B eyond head-quarters; interior of a district or 
sub-division. 

Maha.tar. —A sanad of lands granted by the Assam 
Rajahs, but written on paper, not on copper-plates 
Proper], 

Maualla. —Division of a town; a quarter; a ward 
[Sylhet], 

Maiianta, or Mohunt, —Head of a Shastra smaller than 
that of a Goslin Proper], In Sylhet, head of an 

Akra (a place of worship of the Baisnabs). 

Mahadevi Jurai.—E states part of the revenue of which 
was received by the Mahdi’iini, or the first wife of the Rajdh, 
\_Cachar], 

Mauajan. —(1) Head of a Shastra smaller than even that 
of a Mahanta Proper], (2) A money-lender. A 

merchant. 

Mahajani. —The profession of a money-lender, &c. 
[Sylhet], 

ilA.iUMDAU.—A title which was granted by the Native 
rulers on payment of Us. 75 [Cach/r], This is also a title in 
As.sarov There were two majumddrs under Ahom sovereigns, one 
with the Udjdh and the other under the Barphukau at Gauhdti. 

MA.fUMADAR. —A Native Revenue Accountant, now a 
hereditary family title [Sylhet], 
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Man, or Maund.—A measure of -weight equal to 40 seers. 

Manual.—A n officer of Government subordinate to a 
mauzadar, whom it is his duty to assist generally [A.y.sam 
Proper]. A collector of rent under a zamindar \_Sylhet and 
Godlpdra]. In Sylhet a mandal is corruptly called Moral. 
Also a village chaukidar in Cachar, and sometiuies in Sylhet. 

Mantri.—M inister of a Ivhdsi chief. An adviser in 
general. 

Maral. — A headman of the potter caste [Cachar] . 

MasuaivASHI. — A farming lease of lands given by a laird- 
holder to a cultivator at a fixed annual rent for a fixed period 
[Sylhet]. 

SIaulvi.—A Mahomedan learned man. 

Mauza.—A village. A parcel or parcels of land having a 
distinct name in the revenue records, and of known limits. But 
in Assam Proper a mauza is a fiscal division of a district, and 
means a circle of villages forming the jurisdiction of an officer 
styled mauzadiir. In Cachar the following six khels are also 
called mauzas:—(1) Paikiin, (2) Bishnughar, (3; Dhumkar, 
(4) Bhisingsd, (5) Barjurdi, and (6) Shangjurdi. 

Mauzadar.— A n officer in charge of a mauza or a native 
Collector of Revenue, answering to a dehsilddr in the North- 
Western and Central Provinces, and a Mdmlatddr in ^Mysore, 
but exercising no judicial powers [A.s‘.sani Proper]. 

Majarbhuiva. —A title obtained from the Native rulers 
in former days by a payment of lls. 25 [Cachar^. 

Majuli.—A n island in the River Brahmaputra [<SiAv(?yr-r]. 

lilALiKANA. — The proprietary allowance. Also price of 
land sold. 

Manmati.— “ Mdn,” respect, and “M5ti,” land; hence, 
land ^- ranted to persons of rank, or respectable persons. Lands 
granted revenue-free for the performunce of certain services 
[-i&sm/) Proper]. 

Matabbar. —The cldcr.s or chief men of a Ivhdsi village. 

Medhi. — A spiritual teacher and adviser of the Assfimese, 
whose relitnous functions are similar to those of a Gosdin, but 
holdino' apposition subordinate to the latter [Kdmrup], In 
Kowvou't the chief duty of a medhi is to collect tiic G-vsdin’s 
taxesP the same, m fact, as that of a Sdjtuld. In Up, ’’ A '^iam 
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a inedlii is the headman of a village community with regard to 
religious functions appointed by a GosAin, Mahanta, or Maha- 
jan. He is suboixlinate to a Barmedhi. 

Mela Sikar.—A process of catching wild elephants by 
running them down with tame elephants and nopsing without 
unclosing any portion of jangal. 

Mezankuri.—S ilk ‘of the worms fed on the tree called 
Adakuri (Tetranthmi Quadrifolia lioxh.). It is finer than muga 
\_Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur'\. 

Mir an. —Fees formerly paid to a Nazir for serving processes. 

Miras. — Inlieritance. Inherited property. • In Sylhet and 
Cachar a class of small tenure. 

Mirasdar. —A holder of more than one hdl, or about five 
acres of land \_Cachar]. A landliolder \_Sylhei]. 

Mohar.vna.— P roperty, or money promised to be paid by a 
Mahomedan husband to his wife at the time of his marriage. 

Molla. — A Maliomedan lawyer or learned man. 

• ^Mudi.vr. —Same as Bhanrdli, but belonging to a larger 
temple ^Lower Assam]. 

Muga, — A coarse kind of silk, the produce of a worm fed 
on the following trees ; —( 1 ) Sum ( 7 etmathera lancifolia, Roxb.). 
(2) Sondlti {Tetmnthera iiiacwphylla, R>xb.), (3) Champa 
{Mickelia pidncyensis, R. WvJht^, the silk of the worms fed on 
this tree is held in the same estimation as the mezankuri, (4) 
Diglati {Tetranthera Diylotti [Jamilion), (5) Patishunda {Laurus 
obtmifolia, Roxb.) [As.'sa/a Projier and SyUiet]. 

Mukhtar. —The mouthpiece of a kliel. They were the 
first affcncy employed by our Government in the collection of 
revenue, and used to receive a “dasturi” of 2 or 3 annas from 
each mirasdar, and subsequently 0-]; per cent, on their collections. 
Superseded by Tehsilddrs in 1843. An attorney {Cachar], 
An attorney is known as a Mukhtar in also Sylhet and Assam 
Proper. 

Mukna.—A male elephant without tusks. 

Mulanuab.—S ame as chukdniddr. A tenn now obsolete 
{Goalpara]. 

Munsiiik^na.—C urrent vern.acular office {Sylhet]. 

Munsif. —A Native Civil Judge of the lower grade. 
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—Literally, a “reed.” A rod to measure lands with, 
length 12 {Sylhct and Cachar). 


NazarAna. —Tidbute; also presents given on succession. 

Nazarana Mahal. —Gilro villages which used to pay 
tribute to the Government when they were independent iGdro 
Hills). 


Nazreh Imam. —A description of cherdghi lands {^Sylhet). 

Nazuli. —An adjective applied' to.unclaimed property 
\_Sylliet \. 

Namghar. — A house in which Ndmkirttan is held by the 
Hindus {Assam *Proper). 

Namkirttan. — Prayers and singuig in praise of the god 
Vishnu (Assam Proper). 

Nankak. —Land granted for the support of a family or 
person not being a Brahmin. 

Nankar Kanungo. —Ser\dce lands granted to the kAniin- 
gos, who were the principal revenue officers under the 
Mahomedan rule. Tliis class includes Rasum .Jurain lands 
obtained by the kdnungos for becoming sui’oties for other 
persons (Sylhet). 

Nankar Patwarigiri. — Service lands granted to the par- 
gand pdtwdris, and resumed on tlieh abolition in 1835 [Sylhet]. 

Nankar Zamind.ari. — A description of revenue-free tenure. 
These lauds were included, free of asvsessment, in the decennial 
settlement with certain zaminddrs 

Naratani Rupee.— A rupee coined in Kuch Behar. and 
formerly current in Assam, 17-25ths of a Government rupee in 
value [Assam Valley Districts]. 

Nazir.— The head of the process-serving department in an 
office. 

Nij-Jot. — Lands retained by the proprietor himself to 
cultivate on his own account (Sylhet and Cachar'). 

Niktia— A widow marriage by a Mahomedan (Sylhet. 
Cachar^ and Assam Proper). 

Ni.sf KherXtdar.— Holder of lands paying half revenue 
(Assam Proper). 

Nogud.— A khel the rents of which were apprp{)rirircd by 
the Rdjdli (Cachai). 

D 
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Noktt luma. —A khelthe rents of which were appropriated 
by the Kdjah’s fourth daughter \_Cachar], 

Ojha, or Oja. —A native physician. Also a teacher or a 
Guru Mahusay, often called Ojha Thdknr in Sylhet. In Assam 
the word Ojil is known and means teacher, head blacksmith, 
barber, headman of a baud of singers, an exerciser or physician 
who professes to cure by incantations. 

Paciiwai. —Intoxicating drink prepared from the fermen¬ 
tation of rice or other grains steeped in water. 

Paxchayet. — A native court of arbitration. 

Paroanishin.— A woman who docs not appear in public, 
but remains behind the curtain {Sylhet]. * 

Pargana. —A tract of country comprising many villages 
[Cachar, Sylhet, and Godlpdra]. 

Parja. — Theoretically a tenant-at-will. The parjd pays 
in kind half the produce of his fields to the jotdar, his landlord. 
The seed, and often the ploughs and animal labour, are lent by 
the landlord [Gunid, Eastern Duars, Godlpdra] . 

Par WAX A. — A document containing a direction or order. 

Pathar. — A paddy-field or a tract of low rice land 
annually submerged. It is this land which is called rupit 
Proper ]. 

Patika. —A land measure equal to l- 80 th of a bighd 
\ Sylhet ] . 

Patxi. — Name of an under-tenure. These tenures com¬ 
prise lands of permanently-settled estates granted by^ the 
mirasdars on receipt of money in the shape of “selami.” 
'I'he holder of a patni pays the' Government revenue through 
the mirasdiir. For peculiarities of these tenures, see Regidation 
Vlll. of]819 [Sylhet]. 

Patta. —Lease. A document given by the landlord to a 
tenant, setting forth the particulars of the land leased to him, 
the terms an^ period of the settlement, and the amount of 
revenue or rent payable by him. 

Pair. —A serf or servant of .a temple who has to pay 
half-rent of the land held by him, and, in consideration of the 
other moeity, has to serve in the temple for a certain portion of 
the. year [Assam Proper]. 

Paikan.—L ands held by a class of servants of a temple, 
who ar<; sr.’h d piiiks. In consideration of the land they enjoy, 
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they ai’e bound to render certain service in the temple Assam 
Proper']. 

Paikasht. —A man cultivating lands in a village in which 
he does not reside \_Sylhet]. A non-resident sub-tenant. Also 
used of a sub-tenant of Jalkar or Bankar holding [Cachar ] . 

Paila —A paddy measure, equal to from 48 to 64 maunds 
{Sylhet ]. 

Pali. —A paddy measure equal to from 20 to 34 seers 
[Sylliet], 

Pam.—T emporaiy occupation of alluvial lands for cultiva¬ 
tion of cold-weather crop. An out-farm [^A--iSam Proper ]. 

• Panchira. —Divorce by tearing a pan-leaf asunder in the 
presence of witnesses, the man and woman each holding a side 
of the leaf Pioper], 

Panda. —The presiding priest of a temple. 

Pangjurai. —The khel the rents of which were appro¬ 
priated by the iidjdh’s younger brother [Cachaj']. 

Panjali. —He who traces by marks or footsteps tlie where¬ 
abouts of a wild beast, generally a tiger [Sylhel]. 

Panji —Spike of bamboo, sometimes poisoned, stuck in the 
ground for the purpose of defending village roads, &c., and 
preventing the approach of an enemy [all hill iriOes], 

Para. — A part of a village or towm, sometimes also an 
outlying suburb [Sylhet]. 

PxVTHAR. —A subordinate officer in the Jaintid Hills, 
answering very nearly to the mnndal in Assam Proper. A 
respectable Khasia in parganas Uttar Kach and Dakhin Kach, 
in Sylhet. 

Patrajurai. —The khel the rents of which were appro- 
pi’iated by the Kdjah’s Minister [Cachar]. 

Patwari. —A native collector of revenue [Sylhet]. 

Pawa or Poa,—Q uarter of a seei*. 

Perakagaz or Perakakat. —Record of a survey of .all 
the lands in Assam, made during the reign of Rajah Siiii) Sing 
(A.D. 1742-43). It contains a register of all hi-kheiaij lands 
granted up to date of its completion. It* is called perAkdgaz 
because it used to be kept in a box, or “ pera” 

Proper], 
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PetAotaluk. —A holding subordinate to a taluk [Sylhetj. 
Pewmah. —A Nagd chief [Ad^a Ffills], 

Phali. —A copper plate on which a sanad of lands granted 
by the Ahom kings used to be inscribed [Asstoa Proper], 

Phalkar. — Profits or produce of an estate derivable from 
fruit-trees growing on it ISylhet]. 

Pharingati, commonly spelt Faringati. —High culturable 
land which is usually cultivated for two or three years in 
succession and left uncultivated for one year, and then again 
taken ixp and cultivated as before [Assa;« Proper], 

Phatika. — A native spirit made from molasses [Assara 
Proper] , 

Phan, — A noose or lasso used by elephant-catchers to 
catch wild elephants, 

PuAiii,—A line cut through either forest or gi-ass jangal 
for any purpose [CacAur], 

Phera —The waist ropes of a kunki elephant to which 
the phan or noose is attached, 

I’nuKAN,—The chief officer of a khel under the Ahom 
Goveranient [A-s-sum Proper], 

PiRP.u.,—Lands granted for the maintenance of a Maho- 
mc’dan teTn])le. Literally lands dedicated to a Mahomedan 
prophet [Pft], 

Pog^.—Allowances paid annually to certain hill tribes in¬ 
habiting the hills on the northern frontier of Assam border- 
ine- Darrang and Lakhimpur on account of commuted blackmail, 
or°in consideration of the abandonment by them of tlieii* 
claims with regard to certain Dudrs. In Darrang the allowances 
are paid to the Dallas, P>hutiAs, and Akurs, and in Lakhimpur to 
the Abors [ Darrang and Lakhimpur] . 

PuAJAi. —Ptecord of a census of tlie adult male population 
taken in the year 1135 (B. S,), A. D, 1728-29, under the orders 
of Uajah Shib Singh [A.'f-sv/w Proper]. 

PcJ'Ri—A sacrificing priest. One who conducts public 
word lip in a temple. • Also a class of priests subordinate to the 
family jiriesrs, 

PuNG. —A salt-water spring \^Sib'>ttgar and Lakhimpur]. 
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PuNJi.—From the Bengali word “Punja,” meaning a 
clnster of huts, hence hv corruption “Punji,” a village [Cac/ta?’, 
Khdsi and Jaintid 

PuRAHiT. —A family priest. 

PuRA.—In land measure a purd is equal to 4 highas, and 
in grain measui’e to 4 dons Proper']. A grain 

measure equal to from 7‘to IG seers 

Rasumjamin. —Lands gi’anted to kdnungos for becoming 
sureties of other persons. This is now included under the head 
“ Nankdr Kanungoe” \Sylhet]. 

Raj. —A corporation with which a block of land used to 
be settled during the time of native rulers. A rdj consisted 
of several khcls, each of which might be called upon to pay 
for the whole riij. If a khel failed to pay its revenue, the raj 
was bound to take its lands, no outsiders could be admitted. 
This word is used by the Cacharis of the hills in the sense iaf 
village \_Cachar]. A Pancluiyet who dispose of disputes, 
social questions, &c., in Jantid \_Sylhet]. ^ 

R.A.TKnojN'A.— A head officer of a khel next to Phukan and 
Barud. A Rajkhowd had the command of 3,000 men. The 
Rdjkhowds usually attended courts, and were employed as 
unipires to settle disputes, as well as to superintend any public 
works for the king Proper]. 

Rajjiediii. — A chief raedhi living with a (Josdin in shastra 
and presiding over more than one Bar medhi \^Assa)n Proper ]. 

—The wife of a Rdjdh. A female sovereign. A title 
of honour for a female. 

Razinama. — A deed of compromise by which the plaintiff 
or prosecutor acknowledges that he has been .satisfied by the 
defendant. The execution of a Razindmd implies an amicable 
settlement n||i. dispute. 

Rekh. —A land measure equal to l-4th of a jaith \_Cachar 
and. Sylhet]. 

Riasat. —An under-tenure in an estate in pargand 
Dowddi created since the permanent settlement. The hohhirs 
of these tenures used to pay their zaminddrs a fixed rent, that 
is the Government revenue, jdus 5-32nds of Govern,uctit 
reVenue as the radlikdnd of the zamiuddr. But the zarninddr 
' of a portion of the esta’c having relinquished his rights and 

interests in these under-tenures, the tenure-holders pay now the 
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Government revenue of their share direct into the Govei’nment 
treasury. Also a term of honour \_Sylhei\. 

rioziNA. — I.ands granted for the maintenance of certain 
Mahomedans. Resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet]. 

Rupit. — Low paddy land \^Assam Proper]. 

Ryot, or Raiyat. — Holder of a small estate, of which the 
revenue is paid through the manzdddr. A ryot generally 
cultivates and occupies his land, and cannot be ousted of his 
land as long as he pays in his revenue [A-ssaw Proper']. A 
tenant by the year, who pays to the jotdar a yearly money-rent 
for the land held by him [Cu/nd, Eastern Duars, Godlndrd]. 
A tenant who pays rent to the landlord and I’esides on the latter’s 
land \_Sylhet and Cachar]. 

Sadar Jama. —The revenue payable to Government 
[Sylhet and Cachar]. 

Saikia. —An ofl&cer in a khel over 100 paiks [Assam 
Proper]. 

Sanad.— A gi’ant, a patent, or a document oonveying to 
an individual titles, privileges, offices, or Government rights to 
revenue from land, &c., under the seal of the ruling authority. 

San Jurai.—E states a portion of the revenue of which 
was paid to the brother of the Rajdh. The remainder was paid 
to the Rajah [Cacha7'[. 

Sankar. —A.n estate the revenue of which is levied from 
the thatching-grass [san] grown on it [God/pdra]. 

Saranjami. —Deduction on account of charges of collecting 
the revenue or other contingent or incidental expenses [Sylhet 
and Gdro HUU]. 

Sarbarahkar — [1] Manager of an estate for minors or 
disqualified proprietors. [2] A collector of rent under the 
zamiiidiirs in Bdnidchung. A Sarbardhkdr is often called a 
Sarkar [SyUiet]. 

Saruar [Sird.vr].—-C hief of a Khdsi State lower in rank 
than a Seim, and is usually appointed by local authorities 
[KhdA Hdls]. The headman of pdlki-bearers. a bearer, specially 
when employed by a European gentleman [Sylhet]. 

SarkaR-—T he Government, the State, the supreme autho¬ 
rity or -idininl itration, a landlord, a pi’opriotor. Also a native 
servant who kccjis (he household accounts, and receives and 
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disburses money for his employer. Also a merchant clerk in 
Sylhet and Godlpara. 

Sarkari, — Relating or belonging to the Sarkdr, 

Satra, or SriASTRA. — A Hindu shrine. The head¬ 
quarters of a Gosain, or Bishop [Assawi Proper]. 

Satranji.— A cotton carpet. 

Sail Bura.— The best of the Bura paddy, see “Bura” 

^ Sajnidar. — A cultivator who ploughs the lands of another 
cultivator at a contract salary, either in cash or in kind 

Sajtola. —A n officer of a shastra whose duties are the 
same as those of a Barmedhi Proper ] . 

Sajwal, or Sajawal. — An Administrator, a native 
collector of revenue specially appointed to collect the revenue 
of an estate from the management of which the farmer has been 
removed. 

Salt, or Sail. — "Winter rice crop [Asm??! Proper. Sylhet 
and Cachar]. 

Sega Bakhtiar Singh.— Lands granted to Bakhtiar 
Singh . 

Sega Hatim Khan.— See ‘‘Gaerbandobasti.” 

Sega Himmat Khan. — A description of cherdgi land. It 
has been resumed and permanently-settled [Splhet ]. 

Sega Mahomed Ali Khan. —Lands gmnted to one 
Mahomed Ali, on condition of his assisting the Government in 
the defence of the frontier [Splhe/] . 

Seim. —A Khasi democratic chief [Phds? IPlls], 

Ser, or Seer.—A weight about 2 lb varying from 60 to 
90 tohihs. 

Sevachalwa. —Supervisor of the worship of a temple 
[Assam f roper ]. 

Shafa-at, or Hak Shapa. —A suit to set aside a sale of 
landed property on the ground of the plaintiflF having the right 
of pre-emption [Sylhet ]. 

Shangjurai. —The khel the rents of which were appro¬ 
priated by the Riijah’s elder brother [Cachar ]. 

Shara.—T he Mahomeddn law. 

Sharah, or Sara.— a peon under a raauzdddr [A'd nir up]. 
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Shraddh. —An obsequial ceremony, in which food and 
water are offered to the deceased ancestors of the sacrificer, or 
to the pit?'is or manes, collectively. 

. SiKMi, OR SHiiaii.—Same as chit-taluk. 

SiRNi. —Lands granted for the purchase of articles of food 
offered by the Mahomeddns to their god, Pirs and Imams. All 
sirni lands have been resumed and permanently-settled 
\_6ylhet]. 

SoTA, OR SooTEE, SuTi.—A Small branch of a navigable 
river. 

Sowar [in Upper Assam Sopakar]. — Bhog Randhuni. — 
A Brahmin cook in a Hindu temple [_Assa??i Fivpe?']. 

Srijukta. — A title prefixed to the name of a gentleman. 

Srimati. — A title prefixed to the name of a Hindu lady. 

Srimax. —A title prefixed to the name of a Hindu 
younger gentleman. 

SuJi. —The flour gi’ound from the heart of the wheat. 

SuKDAS. — One wlio is exempted from being hegd?- by the 
zamindar, but is liable to work as a peon, &c. [GoulpM'a]. 

Tankha, or Mujrai. — Lands held by a servant of the 
Ainil, on condition of keeping up a certain number of archers, 
&c., for the service of the Government. These have been 
resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet]. 

Tauji.—A revenue-roll showing, under the name of each 
payer of revenue, the total amount as it falls due, by 
instalments. 

TAnuTDAR.—A class of Ijdrdddr, especially in Dharam- 
pasa Eldkd [Sylhet]- Contractor [Khdsi J fills]. 

Taluk, or Taluq. —Connection, a proi>erty, a manor, an 
estate, applied to a tract of proprietary land usually smaller 
than a zaminddri [Sylhet], 

Talukuar. —Holder of a tdluk. 

Tanooni. —A term answering to a pargand [Sibsdgar]. 

1 ASGONX KAka'it. —A fiscal officer under Ahom sovereigns 
having charge of a Tdngoni [)Sed.sd^3/’]. 

TAr.—A measure of length equal to 12 feet [Assam 
Proper] 
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Tehsildar. —A native officer who collects the revenue, 
furnishes boats, coolies, and provisions when required, super¬ 
vises the chaukiddrs, keeps mortality records, and furnishes 
returns of various kinds [ Cac/ta?']. 

Terij. —An abstract in which tlie fields or plots of land 
held by each tenant are grouped together. 

Thalgat. —Toll levied by zaminddr for stacking timbers 
on their lands. The legality of these collections is doubtful 
[ (jodlpdra] . 

Thakbast. — Laying down a boundaiy, fixing the limits of 
estates by a native surveyor, preparatory to a professional sur- 
vey by a European officer. 

Tila. — A small hillock [Sy/hef, Cachar, and Godlpdra']. 

Tola. — A weight equal to one rupee. A tax levied by 
zaminddrs from hats, frequently paid in kind. 

Tola. — The part of a town inhabited by persons of any 
particular occupation [ASy//«;^]. 

Topkuana. — Lands gi’anted to artillerymen in the Nabob’s 
time, which have been resumed and permanently-settled 
\_Sylhet ] . 

Toshakhana. —A store-room in which articles intended to 
be given out as presents to native chiefs and hill tribes are 
kept. Also store-rooms of zaminddrs. 

Towfir. —New or ontitted land liable to assessment of 
revenue [^Sylhet]. 

Tuccavi. — Advance of money made to zaminddrs or ryots, 
to assist them in carrying on. their cultivation. 

Uluani. —A tract where “Ulu” grass grows. In Godlpdra 
called “Ulubari.” 

Umedwar. —A candidate for employment. 

Utbandi. —A list showing the names of the holders of 
Hdzirdn tenures in pargand (,'h>)vvalish, and the revenue pay¬ 
able by each. This list was prepared at the time of the perma¬ 
nent settlement of the original estate [ Sijihet \. 

Wahadadar.—A corruption of the Ilindustdni word 
Uhddddr, derived from “Uhda” (an office) and “ddr” (holier). 
A name given to each of the members of the council of judges 
of the Sheila confederacy \_Khdsi Udh'\. 

E 
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Zamindar. —Holder of a large estate or estates on a fixed 
assessment \_Sylhei and Godlpara]. 

Zanana, or Jan an a.—T he female apartments; the females 
of a family, also a wife \_Sylhct and Cacharl. 

ZiLA.— A part, a division, a district, generally a tract of 
country constituting the jurisdiction of a Deputy-Commissioner, 
but in Sylhet a fiscal sub-division, formerly under a Pdtwdri. 
In Cachar “zilu” means the sadar station. 
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